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The 1955 General Assembly was, so far 
as church-wide policies are concerned, the 
most significant and encouraging Assembly 
in years. 


There was a spirit of honest desire to 
heal breaches and to unite our forces in 
going forward with the great task of the 
Church. 


Those who had favored union were gen- 
erous and gracious and the unanimous 
action of the General Assembly in dissolving 
the Permanent Committee on Cooperation 
and Union and the setting up of a Perma- 
nent Committee on Inter-Church Relations, 
with clearly limited and defined responsi- 
bilities was a clear indication of their 
Willingness to face realities and to act ac- 
cordingly. 
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Those who had opposed union showed no 
spirit of exultation in victory and, in their 
turn, made every effort to show their de- 
termination to join hands in our mutual 
task of making Christ known. 


The fine spirit of the Moderator seemed 
to permeate down into the various Standing 
Committees and again and again we all 
were reminded that the Spirit of the Living 
Cod was present to guide, restrain and to 
inspire. 


Coming away from this General As- 
sembly we do so with a feeling that God 
has laid before us marvelous opportunities 
and that we have a church united as it has 
not been in years to go out to our task. 


The watchword from here should be 
PRAY, PRAISE AND WORK. 
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The Ninety-Fifth General Assembly 


By John R. Richadson 


‘The Ninety-fifth General Assembly of — the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. met in Grace 
Covenant Presbyterian Church, Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, June 2nd, to commemorate the 200th An- 
niversary of the genesis of Presbyterianism in the 
Southland. Since from the one Presbytery of 
Hanover, organized December 3, 1755, Presby- 
terianism in the south descended, it was indeed 
an historical occasion that provided the context for 
this Assembly. 


Pre-Assembly Conference on Evangelism 


For several years one of the finest features of 
the General Assembly meeting has been the Pre- 
Assembly Conference on Evangelism. Wednesday 
afternoon, June Ist, the Commissioners met for 
a two hour conference on Evangelism. Dr. A. W. 
Dick, Pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Mem- 
phis, “Tennessee, gave the opening devotional. He 
stressed the fact that Evangelism must be in the 
forefront of our thinking at all times, but it is 
imperative to give it a place of priority during the 
three year program of “The Forward With Christ 
Movement.” 


Dr. Charles B. Templeton, Secretary of the 
Division of Evangelism of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. A. conducted a seminar on the 
subject, “Evangelism Through Fellowship.” The 
speaker observed that there is a growing interest 
in religion in America, “but we are not in the 
midst of a religious revival.” This resurgence of 
religious interest, he felt, gave the church the 
opportunity to draw the outsider closer to the 
Church through “Friendship Evangelism.” He 
underscored the thought, ‘‘people are interested in 
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friendship, but unfortunately Church members are 
not always as friendly as they should be to out- 
siders.”” This thought was corroborated by another 
speaker at the conference who said he visited sev- 
eral Churches with a friend and each time he 
told his friend, ‘I will put an extra dollar in the 
Church for everyone who speaks to me in addition 
to the minister.” Then he added, “I kept my 
dollars.” Many visitors to Christian churches 
today are remarking, he continued, “It is hard 
to break into the inner shell. Church members 
are too cliquish.” 


‘“Resurgent Protestantism” was the subject of 
a stimulating address by Dr. Berlyn V. Farris, 
Executive Secretary of the Department of 
Evangelism of the National Council of Churches. 
This resurgence, he observed, is evident in the 
progress the Churches are making in the depart- 
ments of stewardship and evangelism. Dr. Farris 
warned the church today that the minister is 
being compelled to spend too much time on little 
things and as a result the average minister does 
not have time to do the big things. He also 
warned ministers about the importance of learning 
how to preach to secure a decision for Christ. He 
said that this was one of the weaknesses in many 
pulpits. As to the theology of evangelism, the 
speaker indicated that it should be characterized 
by a befitting humility and the Christian witness 
should come “as one beggar to tell another where 
to find a crust of bread.” 

Dr. William H. McCorkle spoke on “Our 
Forward Look - Our Emphasis in 1956.” He gave 
a vivid report on the evangelistic emphasis recently 
concluded in 12 synods where there was an eX- 
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change of leadership. He reported on 4 synods 
that participated in local evangelistic activities but 
did not exchange ministers. As a result of this 
concerted effort 1,594 Churches reported that 
there were 8,009 professions of faith and 19,720 
additions by transfer of membership. The conclu- 
sion drawn was, ‘““We see here that there is some- 
thing significant in a concerted effort.” 


One of the subjects of great practical significance 
deal' with from time to time in this conference 
was “How to Assimilate New Members.” Dr. 
McCorkle stated that we lose forty per cent of 
our new members within 6 years after they become 
members of the Church. This tragic loss, he indi- 
cated, is due to the fact that the officers and mem- 
bers of the Church do not recognize the importance 
of assimilation of new members the first month 
after they become members of the Church. 


Wednesday evening, Dr. Harold J. Ockenga, 
Pastor of Park Street Church, Boston, Massachu- 
setts, gave the keynote address of the conference 
on the subject, “Evangelistic Formulas At Work.” 
Speaking from 25 years of personal experience he 
said, “The key to a minister’s interest in evangelism 
is his prayer list.” Dr. Ockenga observed that in 
every progressive move in the Church the minister 
finds some opposition. From experience he has 
learned that when people oppose the visions that 
God has given to a minister, the minister “must 
not knock these people in the head for that is 
the wrong way. He must pray and God will either 
change or remove them. Sometimes this is done 
by death or some other way. | do not fight any 
more personal battles with people who lie against 
me or misrepresent me. I pray for them and | 
have seen God break these men or change them. 
God knows how to handle opposition. This is 
the way God works; leave opposition to him and 
he will take care of it.” 


Thursday morning, Rev. Ludwig R. Dewitz, 
Director of Emmanuel Center, Baltimore, Mary- 
land, spoke on, “Jewish Evangelism.” Mr. Dewitz 
was born in Germany and educated in London. 
He gave a masterful presentation of the case for 
Jewish Evangelism. He deplored the fact that 
little is being done in this field and yet Jewish 
work was the first ever done by the Christian 
Church. He regretted that Protestant ministers 
many times invite Jewish Rabbis to speak in Chris- 
tian Churches. He said this has given the im- 
pression, ““There’s very little that we can bring 
to the Jews that they do not already have.” He 
pointed out the deficiency of Judaism in its nega- 
live concept of the after-life. He also stated 


“Judaism is not the Old Testament religion. The 
fact is the Jew never looks at the Old Testa- 
ment as we look at it. The Jews, as Christ said, 
‘ye do err not knowing the Scriptures’”. He chal- 
lenged the Commissioners with the thought, “We 
must not by-pass the Jew and think he is happy 
in his religion, for he is not. The typical Jew 
is an unhappy person. Try ‘Friendship Evange- 
lism’ with the Jews and some of them will surely 
respond to it.” 


Rev. F. Sidney Anderson, Pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Porterdale, Ga., and an 
instructor in Industrial Evangelism at Columbia 
Theological Seminary, spoke on “Evangelism and 
the Industrial Church.” Mr. Anderson reminded 
the Commissioners that the Church has a message 
to the industrial community as well as other groups 
and that the gospel of Christ is for all people. The 
Presbyterian Church he said has a mission to the 
lost whether they be in the professions or in in- 
dustry. 


Dr. Harry Denman spoke on “Visitation 
Evangelism.” He defined it as, “Going from the 
sanctuary to the people with the gospel of Christ.” 
He insisted that he could not improve upon the 
method of Christ in sending Christians out two 
by two to represent Him. He said that it is a 
sad fact that most Church people in our day seem 
to feel that Christ said, “Go murmur rather than, 
go witness.” 


Dr. Templeton brought a second message on 
“Evangelistic Preaching.” “It is not enough to 
be zealous,” he said, “Our zeal must be accord- © 
ing to knowledge.” It is his belief that evangelistic 
preaching is the most difficult preaching in the 
world. He averred, “It takes all the resources 
of mind and heart but there is no preaching that 
is so rewarding in Christian fruit.” 


The closing message of this conference was de- 
livered by Charles R. Bradford, Elder in the De- 
catur Presbyterian Church, Decatur, Georgia, on 
the topic, ““The Layman as an Evangelist.” Mr. 
Bradford is an attractive speaker and a man of 
deep Christian convictions. He shared his convic- 
tions concerning the layman’s respomsibility in 
the field of Evangelism. He clearly set forth the 
call of Christ to the laymen to give their person- 
alities and their prayers to this field. He said 
that this call should have the place of priority in 
every Christian’s program and is worthy of the 
finest preparation that one can give to the highest 
of all callings. 
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The Opening Night 


Dr. Wade H. Boggs, retiring Moderator, used 
as the subject of his sermon, “The Commendation 
of God’s Love,” based on Romans 5:8. The main 
thrust of his message was, “Christ is the only an- 
swer to human needs and God is eager to meet 
them.”” He concluded this expository message with 
this challenge, ‘““Let us tonight take our stand in the 
new and radiant life of the supreme commenda- 
tion of God’s love and abide there until we are 
transformed by it. Then let us go out into this 
old sin cursed world to apply this only remedy 
in His name and in His Grace.” 


Election of Moderator 


There were three Commissioners nominated to 
the office of Moderator. Rev. William H. Foster, 
of Arlington, Virginia, placed in nomination the 
name of Rev. R. Matthew Lynn of Midland, 
‘Texas. He was put forth as a successful pastor 
and one who would give large emphasis to the 
“Forward With Christ Movement.” His nomina- 
tien was seconded by Rev. David Currie of Texas 
City, Texas. 

The Rev. J. Wayte Fulton placed in nomina- 
tion the name of Dr. L. Nelson Bell, whom he 
commended to the Assembly because of his great 
capabilities, outstanding consecration, unwavering 
convictions, and tender compassion. Ruling Elder 
Ed. C. Hammond seconded this nomination. Mr. 
Hammond pointed out that this was really the 
time for the election of a Ruling Elder and that 
Dr. Bell was pre-eminently qualified for the office. 
He reminded the Assembly that only 10 of the 
94+ moderators since 1861 have been elders. He 
further pointed out that in all of its 94 years 
of existence our Church has never had a physician 
as Moderator and that the Church should remem- 
ber that in the early Church the writer of one 
of the four gospels and author of the Book of 
Acts was “The Beloved Physician.” 

The Rev. H. E. Russell, D.D., Pastor of 
Trinity Presbyterian Church, Montgomery, Ala- 
bama, nominated Dr. J. McDowell Richards, 
President of Columbia Theological Seminary. He 
urged his election because of his fitness for the 
job and the need of the Assembly for a man of 
his type during this year. Ruling Elder R. E. 
Kell, Bristol, Virginia, seconded Dr. Richards’ 
nomination. He told the Assembly that Dr. Rich- 
ards is one who would be able to bridge the 
chasm of disunity and to calm the troubled waters 
in our Church. The result of the voting of the 
Commissioners showed that Dr. Richards was 
elected on the ‘first ballot, the vote being Richards - 
238, Bell - 142, Lynn - 72. 


Ad Interim Committees 
The New Hymnal 


After 5 years of preparation the ad = interim 
committee reported that the new hymnal will be 
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published October 17 of this year. The cloth bound 
edition will sell for $1.75 each but in quantities 
of 5 or more $1.50 each. “The new hymnal is the 
joint project of 5 denominations in our Presby- 
terian-Reformed tradition. This book will contain 
about 600 hymns, psalms and other selections and 
a special section of Responsive Readings. 


Committee on Christianity and Health 


The 1954 General Assembly received an over- 
ture from the Presbytery of Brazos that called 
for a thorough study of the so-called “Faith Heal- 
ing’”” movements in order to give guidance to our 
people as to the proper approach to this subject. 
‘The committee appointed was composed of 2 medi- 
cal doctors, 2 faculty members from ‘Theological 
Seminaries, 3 pastors of churches, and a representa- 
tive of the General Assembly’s Training School. 
‘Two meetings for study were held. A partial re- 
port was submitted and approved along with the 
recommendation that the committee be continued 
for | year with authority to call additional person- 
nel for conference concerning future plans to keep 
this phase of our ministry before the Church. 


Committee on Marriage, Divorce 
and Remarriage 


One of the major controversial subjects dealt 
with by the 1954 General Assembly was on mar- 
riage and divorce. Since no final conclusion could 
be reached the matter was again referred to another 
ad interim committee. ‘This committee has also 
failed to reach agreement and submitted only 4 
report of progress stating that it desired to reach 
a more solid Biblical and theological foundation 
for its conclusions. The Assembly granted the 
request that the committee be continued during the 
coming year and that a final report be brought to 
the Assembly of 1956. 


Historical Foundation 


This past year was a memorable one for the 
Historical Foundation in that it marked the re 
moval of its collections from the Assembly Inn 
to the new building for its exclusive use on Assem- 
lly Drive in) Montreat. This institution was 
established in the Texarkana National Bank Build- 
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ing of Texarkana, Texas, in 1926. It came to 
Montreat in September of the following year. From 
1927 till the recent move the Foundation occupied 
rooms on the ground floor of Assembly Inn. The 
new Foundation building is working out satisfac- 
torilv. Great advances have been made in the care 
of manuscript records of church courts. The trus- 
tee. of the Historical Foundation paid a_ high 
tribute to the excellent work done by Dr. Thomas 
H. Spence, Jr., and his capable staff. The Assem- 
bly requested each member of the Church to locate 
and secure for the collection of the Foundation 
such) suitable items as may be found within the 
bounds of his congregation. 


The General Council 


The General Council reported that the Church 
has had a good year as compared with the other 
years of its history. It has had one of the best 
vears in accessions to the church and perhaps the 
best church year in which there has been only 
one Easter. The giving of our people has reached 
an all-time high. ‘The Church last year gave a 
total of $59,000,000. ‘This is approximately $8,- 
000,000 more than has been given in any other 
Church year. The per capita giving has also reached 
a peak, The total per capita giving was $75.85. Of 
this amount $17.53 was contributed to benevolences 
and $58.32 was contributed to local church work 
including building fund. This is an increase over 
the last complete church year of $1.48 for benev- 
olences and $5.75 for current expenses. Another 
encouraging feature of the report was that 41% 
of the benevolence gifts was contributed to the 
causes of the General Assembly. This is the largest 
percentage given to these causes in 9 years, 


The main thrust of the General Council’s report 
dealt with the Forward With Christ movement. 
This cause has been presented to every Synod and 
heartily endorsed in every case. It has had the 
endorsement of every Presbytery. It has had re- 
markable acceptance among the churches. Glow- 
ing reports are coming in from church after church, 
relating what God is doing for this program. 


The Assembly approved the Stewardship Em- 
phasis Season to begin October 1, 1956, and con- 
tinue through November 18, 1956, with Novem- 
her 11 being designated as Every Member Canvass 
Day, the theme of the Canvass being “Christ — 
First — Now.” 

October 1957 was approved as the date for the 
Presbyterian Men’s Convention in Miami, Florida. 


December 27-30, 1957 was approved as the 
tentative date for the Sixth Quadrennial Youth 
Convention, 


The proposed additional vow on the part of 
ministers coming into Presbyteries was rejected. 


Dr. J. Davison Philips, pastor of the Decatur 
Presbyterian Church, Decatur, Ga., gave an in- 
spirational address on how the “Forward With 
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Christ” movement is operating in his Church and 
how adaptable it is to any kind of Church, 


Church Extension 
Division of Home Missions 


This department has a primary responsibility 
for the support of the work among the Indians, 
the mountain people, the Latin-Americans and the 
smaller foreign language groups throughout the 
Assembly. It also has the responsibility for aiding 
weak presbyteries. During 1954 48 new churches 
were organized. 


Division of Evangelism 


The report of the Division of Evangelism chal- 
lenged the church to undertake more intensively 
to witness in word and life and to attempt more 
vigorously to reclaim the inactive members of the 
church, 


Division of Negro Work 


The report from this division noted the passing 
of Dr. Alex R. Batchelor, Secretary of the Division 
of Negro Work. It gave thanks for his life and 
for the work of his last years. Since the last annual 
report a number of churches have been organized. 


Division of Radio and Television 


The year 1954 witnessed remarkable growth 
and development of this division. The first group 
of buildings for the Protestant Radio and Tele- 
vision Center was completed. This first group in- 
cluded the facilities for radio and recording. An 
effort is now underway to complete studios for 
film and television. 


Annuities and Relief 


The report from the Board of Annuities and 
Relief was presented in a new and attractive man- 
ner. Seven opportunities for service summarized 
the ministry of this Board. First, there is the 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund which is a contributory 
pension system by which ministers and churches 
make preparation in advance for the minister’s re- 
tirement. Second there is the opportunity of the 
employees’ annuity fund. This is the church’s re- 
tirement system for all non-ministerial, full-time 
workers in the church. Ministerial relief was listed 
as the third opportunity. In this way the church 
cares for some of the necessities of life for those 
ministers who retired before the Ministers’ An- 
nuity Fund went into effect and those who were 
not able to build up sufficient money for retire- 
ment. Group insurance, including hospitalization, 
is the fourth field of service. This feature offers 
insurance benefits at reasonable cost for all full- 
time salaried personnel. The fifth opportunity 
consists in annuity agreements. The Board offers 
the Presbyterian membership an opportunity to 
make gifts of money to the Board that will pay 
an annuity for life to the donor. The sixth op- 
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portunity deals with “Wills”. Church members 
may will money and property which upon death of 
the donor will be used for the purpose indicated 
by the donor. The last opportunity was set forth 
under the caption “Presbyterian Center.” The 
Board manages all Presbyterian Center property 
where are located all agencies of the General As- 
sembly except the Board of World Missions, the 
Board of Christian Education, and Presbyterian 
Foundation. 


Board of Women’s Work 


Among the highlights of the Women’s Work 
for 1954 was the information given concerning 
White Cross supplies sent to 10 medical centers in 
the Congo, | in Ecuador, 3 in Korea and 2 in 
Brazil. These medical centers include 5 hospitals, 
5 dispensaries, and | general clinic in the Congo; 
3 hospitals and the leper colony in Korea; 1 dis- 
pensary in Ecuador; | dispensary and 1 hospital 
in Brazil. This service furnishes a practical dem- 
onstration of loving interest and concern on the 
part of the Women of the Church for those to 
whom the supplies are sent and by whom they are 
used. The report also noted the thousands of 
pounds of clothing and other materials that have 
been sent through Church World Service for people 
overseas. The total gifts from Women of the 
Church amounted to $3,434,762, representing an 
increase of $731,063. 


World Missions 
The 94th Annual Report of the Board of World 


Missions was both informative and_ stimulating. 
It began by reminding the Assembly that the 
heart of Missions is evangelism. It stated, ‘The 
great end of missionary life and service is the 
preaching of Christ and Him crucified to the 
non-evangelized peoples.” 


The work in the Congo has made constructive 
progress during the past year. The roster of mis- 
sionaries has been increased to 163. This is the 
largest in our history. The American Presbyterian 
Congo Mission has become the strongest of the 
Protestant Societies in the field. Practically .every 
phase of the work has registered an advance over 
the previous year. The number of communicants 
has increased to- 73,077. The patients treated in 
our hospitals in the Congo last year totaled 46,022. 


The increasing strength of Protestantism in Bra- 
zil was noted with gratitude. The 2 million 
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evangelicals exercise a large influence upon the 
nationals of 55 million. 


Little could be reported on the Christian work 
in China as information from behind the bamboo 
curtain this year has been scanty. The Board has 
learned, however, that the church is carrying on 
in many places in spite of restrictions and difficul- 
ties, 


Our World Mission program is expanding in 
Formosa. A number of our missionaries who for- 
merly served in China are now in Formosa en- 
abling the Mission to form new stations on the 
Eastern and Western coast. A strong evangelistic 
program is being carried out by our missionaries 
on this island. 

Despite the rising tide of nationalism in Japan 
and much anti-American feeling our work is mak- 
ing progress in that area. The general reaction 
seems to be that while there is less curiosity about 
Christianity there is more real interest. While at- 
tendance at the church services is smaller, there 
are more decisions for Christ. Many people are 
being reached through English and Japanese Bible 
classes. For the first time in the history of Japan, 
medical work has been undertaken and plans are 


_ being worked out for its enlargement. Due to the 


1955 birthday offering for the building of the 
Yodogawa hospital, this gift will enable us to build 
and equip an economical 60 bed unit. Our mission 
force in Japan now numbers 85 and the forces 
there need to be strengthened at this time. 


The 2 words Expansion and Consolidation sum 
up in brief the policy of the Korea Mission. In 
evangelism there is Expansion; in the matter of 
instruction there is Consolidation. We now have 
56 missionaries serving in this country. 

Although there have been some disturbances in 
our work in Mexico, the most serious aspect of 
the program in our Mexico Mission is that the 
work there is not receiving substantial reinforce- 
ments. There is a dearth of volunteers for Mexico. 
Something must be done immediately to right a 
situation of inequality that is hardly fair to the 
faithful workers who represent us in this difficult 
field. The Board reminded the Assembly that the 
overpowering strength of Romanism, the desperate 
poverty of most of the struggling Protestant con- 
gregations called for the highest quality of dedica- 
tion. 


Our cooperative enterprise in Portugal is one 
of great promise. All aspects of the work have 
shown growth and vitality during the year. The 
Presbyterian Seminary has been established in this 
country. This action will convince the Portuguese 
that the Presbyterian Church has come to stay in 
their country. 


The department of Overseas Relief and Inter- 
church Aid reported the ways in which it ministered 
to the alleviation of human suffering and need in 
the name of Christ. Through the Easter Offering 
the sum of $50,000 was received, thus providing 
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| million dollars worth of food for the hungry 


overseas, 


lhe receipts of the Board of World Missions 
totaled $2,733,728. This amount fell short of the 
approved spending budget by $141,171. Because 
of this deficiency in giving it has been necessary 
for the Board to decline many urgent requests for 
appropriations for buildings and equipment. This 
report stressed the fact that each year represents 
an adventure in faith. At the beginning of the year 
the Board guarantees the missions a definite sum 
of money for their work for the ensuing 12 months 
before any contributions from the church are in 
hand. This is to enable our representatives on the 
field to set up their programs and to make reliable 
contracts with the hundreds of nationals who are 
engaged with them in the various activities on the 
field. 

(To be Continued in next issue of the Journal) 





ANGLERS 


(Ry the Editor of The. Testament 
for Fishers of Men) 
Lesson No. 111 


FISHING IN THE DARK 


Fin fishing is largely a blind sport, because your 
quarry is out of sight until you have hooked it 
and pulled it to the surface. Experienced fisher- 
men will tell you it is useless to throw your hook 
in for a bass if you can see the fish down there 
in the clear water, for a bass will never strike while 
it sees you, and you may depend Mr. Bass always 
sees you first. If you see a bass quietly loafing 
vou many know he has already seen you. I have 
actually draped a worm across the nose of a bass, 
only to see him disdainfully shift it eff and move 
away and out of sight; and I have fervently wished 
I could resist temptation like that. Yes, the bass 
has a code, and he is very faithful to it. 


There is a similarity here in fishing for souls. 
Much of it—I should say most of it—is like what 
the pilots call “instrument flying” where he can 
see nothing further than the indicators on the 
panel a few inches in front of him, but relies 
implicitly upon them and lands safely on _ the 
selected runway thousands of miles distant. It is 
also like automobiling through the hill country 
where only a limited section of the road can be 
seen at a time; it seems to end abruptly a few 
vards ahead, but when you reach the curve another 
section opens up before you. And you proceed 
without the slightest misgiving because you have 
utmost faith in that concrete path leading you un- 
erringly to your desired destination. 


Much of soul fishing is “blind fishing” because 
you can’t know what is going on down there in 
the heart of your prospect. The expression on his 
face and the words on his lips may deceive you, 
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or he may be blank and wordless. That is why 
you need a spiritual “ygeiger counter,” which is 
nothing less than the step by step guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. He knows what is going on in the 
heart. He knows the secret conditions and cir- 
cumstances which enclose your prospect like a 
sealed envelope. He knows the very word for you 
to use, the very Scripture to quote. He knows 
when best for you to be quiet and let the prospect 
do the talking. ‘That is why, in soul winning per- 
haps more than in any other Christian service, you 
must keep in constant and intimate touch with 
the Holy Spirit. The illustrations in the above 
paragraph are none too good, for the simple reason 
that the pilot’s precision instruments are of human 
make and might fail; the road highway just around 
the curve might have a fresh break in the concrete 
or a coating of ice that is invisible until you are 
right upon it. But the Holy Spirit is perfect— 
omniscient ; He never makes a mistake, nor does He 
mislead. This greatly simplifies the soul winner’s 
task, as also it insures his success—IF he is “dialed” 
to the Spirit’s “wave-length” and is trusting. 


Someone said “Faith is Deaf Dumb and Blind” 
—Deaf to Doubt, Dumb to Discouragement and 
Blind to Impossibilities! Good deal of truth in that. 





HELPS FOR UNDERSTANDING 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
IN DAY BY DAY 
Clinton C. Baker 


Sunday, June 19, Jeremiah 1:7-8. 


God has a plan for the life of everyone who 
belongs to His family. Observe in v.6 Jeremiah’s 
reaction to God’s call of v.5. Was his reaction 
a natural one? Was he simply trying to get out 
of a job? How was God’s reply to Jeremiah an 
adequate answer to his objection (vv.7-8) ? What 
message was he to speak (v.7)? What promise 
was there to help in the face of opposition (v.8) ? 
How should the assurance of God’s interest in 
us, and His knowledge of our capacities be an 
encouragement to us (v.5)? Has God called you 
to a task which to you seems very difficult? Are 
you willing to trust His grace to accomplish the 
task? 
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Monday, June 20, Jeremiah 2:\2-\3. 


Notice how vv. 4-11 support the statements of 
v.13. In what way do vv.4-6 (the deliverance 
from Egypt) and vv. 7-8 (the entrance into the 
Promised Land) illustrate Israel’s forsaking of 
the Lord? How do these same verses reveal God 
as the “fountain of living waters?” How does v.8b 
explain Israel’s “hewing out of broken cisterns?” 
From your study thus far, make observations as 
to the nature of sin—its foolishness and irration- 
ality. What do you see is basically at the bottom 
of sin? What are its results (v.13)? What paral- 
lels do you see between the nature of sin as it 
is described here and the way it has operated in 
your life? What results has it produced ? 


Tuesday, June 21, Jeremiah 3:19. 


God was speaking to Israel as a_heart-broken 
father would speak to a son who had fallen deep 
into sin. In vv. 12,14,19-22 find the sentences 
and phrases that portray the heart of God. How 
is this description similar to that of the father of 
the Prodigal Son (Luke 15)? What other figure 
does God use to show the depth of His feeling 
(v.20)? How deeply has the heart of God been 
hurt by my sin and rebellion? How does my love 
for God compare to His love for me? What does 
God call upon me to do if | have erred and gone 
astray (vv.13-14)? Meditate upon the great in- 
heritance God has in store for faithful sons 


(vv.15-19). 
Wednesday, June 22, Jeremiah 6:16. 


Yesterday we saw the heart of God yearning over 
a wayward people. Notice, however, that God's 
deep concern has not caused Him to lower His 
standards. If His people persist in sin they have 
to suffer the consequences (vv.18-21). He has pled 
with them and warned them (vv. 16-17). Am I 
persisting in sin which will bring God’s judgment 
on me? In what ways has God warned me about 
this sin? What basic sin was Israel guilty of be- 
fore God (vv.16,17,19)? God’s instrument of 
judgment was to be the armies of Babylonia 
(vv.22-23). Some feel that God is using Com- 
munism as a similar instrument upon a decadent 
Christendom, 


Thursday, June 23, Jeremiah 8:16. 


Judah has rejected the warnings and pleas of 
God for so long that she is now beyond repentance 
(vv.4-8). What is revealed of the character of a 
person who doesn’t know how to blush at de- 
bauchery (v.12)? Have I reached the point where 
1 fail to blush at sin? Notice the fruit of Judah’s 
service to God (v.13). How do the tragic words 
of vv. 20-22 add pathos to their condition? Have 
1 so hardened my heart against the voice of God 
that I have come close to the point of no return? 
Observe the tefribleness of God’s judgment 
(vv.14-17). The people made a pretense of re- 
pentance, but held on to their sin (vv.8-12). Does 
this in any way describe me? 
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Friday, June 24, Jeremiah 45:5a. 

Baruch (v.2) was Jeremiah’s faithful scribe, 
He read God’s warnings of judgment and doom 
to the people. Read chapter 36:4-8. What quali- 


.ties do you see in Baruch’s character in_ these 


verses? How would you behave if given his task? 
Baruch’s soul is pained at the corruption of his 
country and made heavy with sorrow at the pros- 
pect of God’s judgment (45:3). What is God's 
answer concerning the land (45:4-5)? God will 
spare the life of Baruch (5b). What does this 
indicate of his faithfulness to the Lord? of his 
moral life? What one admonition does God have 
for him (45:5a)? Relate in your own words the 
type of person you see in Baruch? What qualities 
serve as an example to you? 

Saturday, June 25, Jeremiah 9:24. 

Jeremiah has warned the people against relying 
upon the temple, the sacrifices or the wisdom of 
their leaders for safety (chapters 7-9). In, vv. 
23-24 he points out the way of safety. What is 
the danger of a man’s glorying in his own strength 
or riches (v.23)? Upon whom are his eyes set? 
Whose interests will he look after? Will the 
delights of the Lord (v.24) be his chief interests? 
What results should follow in my daily life from 
knowing the Lord (v. 24). Does a spirit of self- 
satisfaction block my view of the need for kind- 
ness, righteousness and judgment in my _ com- 
munity (v. 24) ? 





Latin-American Presbyterian Conference 


Nashville, ‘Tenn.—Delegates for the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., to the First Presbyterian Conference 
of Latin America were formally named here by 
the Board of World Missions last week. 

The denomination is entitled to a representative 
each from the Brazilian and Mexico Mission fields, 
and from the Board of World Missions itself. 

Appointed to attend the July 23-31 Pan-Presby- 
terian conference in Campinas, Brazil, were Dr. 
Langdon M. Henderlite, of the Brazilian mission; 
Dr. J. Hervey Ross of the Mexican field; and Dr. 
C. Darby Fulton, executive-secretary of the board. 
Dr. Lawrence G. Calhoun of Brazil, and Mr. Ed- 
son Johnson of Mexico were named alternates 
for the missions’ representatives. 

Eight Latin American Churches, four Missions 
Boards and eight missions representing these four 
boards, will take part in this historic conference. 
These include the General Assembly of Brazil, 
General Assembly of Mexico, Synod of Guatemala, 
Synod of Columbia, and Presbyteries of Cuba, 
Puerto Rico, Chile and Venezuela. The boards are 
those of the Presbyterian Churches U.S. and 
U.S.A., the Board of National Missions of the 
U.S.A. Church, and the Board of Domestic Mis- 
sions, Reformed Church in America. Mission fields 
to have voting representatives will include the 
two from the U.S. Church, the U.S.A. fields in 
Columbia, Venezuela, Guatemala, Brazil, and 


Mexico, and the Reformed Church mission in 
Mexico. 
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LESSON FOR JUNE 26 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





God And The Nations 


Background Scripture: Zephaniah 3 
Devotional Reading: Micah 4:1-8 


Let us start with our Golden Text: “O let the nations be glad and sing for joy: for thou shalt judge 
the people righteously and govern the nations upon earth”. (Psalm 67:4) Coupled with this verse 
| would like to quote two short expressions which occur in Psalm 97 and 99: “The Lord reigneth; let 
the earth rejoice: “The Lord reigneth; let the people tremble”. It will be helpful, too, to turn to the 
prophecy of Daniel and see in chapters 2, 4, and 7 some of the truths revealed there. Under the form 


of two dreams, one a dream of Nebuchadnezzar, 
and the other of Daniel, we are given a bird’s-eye 
view of the coming history of the world. Then read 
what the great world-conquerer said after he had 
heen humiliated and restored to his sanity and 
his kingdom; in chapter +: “And at the end of 
the days, I, Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes 
unto heaven, and mine understanding returned 
unto me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised 
and honored Him that liveth for ever, whose do- 
minion is an everlasting dominion, and his king- 
dom from generation to generation: And all the 
inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: 
and he doeth according to his will in the army of 
heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth: 
and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What 
doest thou”? Now turn to the “Throne Vision” 
in Revelation 4, and begin in verse 2 with these 
words: “And behold, a throne was set in heaven, 
and one sat on the throne’, and after giving a 
wonderful description of this scene, it closes thus: 
“Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and 
honor and power: for thou hast created all things, 
and for thy pleasure they are and were created.” 


There are three great “Works” of God: (1) 
Creation, (2) Providence, (3) Redemption : God 
is our Creator; Ruler; our Redeemer. All of 
these works declare His glory. His work of Crea- 
tion is His making all things of nothing, by the 
word of his power, in the space of six days, and 
all very good (He made everything beautiful in 
its time). His work of Providence is His most 
Holy, Wise and Powerful preserving and govern- 
ing all His creatures and all their actions. His 
work of Redemption is the main theme of the 
Bible and runs like a scarlet thread from Genesis 
to Revelation. In His Works He deals with all 
nations, and in a special manner with the Jewish 
Nation, His chosen people. We shall see how His 
dealings relate to both when we come to the selec- 
tion trom Zephaniah. 


I wish to stop for a while on our Devotional 
Reading, one of the great pictures of the time when 
the nations of the earth shall be at peace, and 
have joy and prosperity. Our world today is a 
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sad and distressing sight. Fear has laid its hand 
upon all thinking people. As someone has well 
said, We must “Wake up, or Blow up”. The 
forces of evil are so cunning and powerful and 
persistent that some have given up all hope of 
any solution of the problem. One of these “pessi- 
mists” expressed it recently in the gloomy prophecy 
that the world, the nations, were hastening on 
to death and destruction without any hope. If 
we leave God out of the picture; if we forget 
that He is on the throne; if we refuse to believe 
His promises or trust Him as to the final out- 
come, then I do not see how we can be anything 
but “pessimists,” for vain is the ability of man, 
unregenerate man, to rescue the world from its 
sad plight. Our diplomats and politicians are 
unable to cope with the situation. The Book of 
Revelation is written “for such a time as this.” 
It describes in a vivid and most awful way the 
conflicts of the kingdom of God with the forces 
of evil. The final outcome is never in doubt, but 
the struggle is fierce. The shout of victory is 
heard as Satan is cast into the lake of fire. To 
each of the Seven Churches of Asia, differing from 
each other in many respects, is given the solemn 
warning, “To him that overcometh”’. 


In our selection from Micah 4:1-8, we are told 
of the “last days” in which the mountain of the 
house of the Lord shall be established in the 
top of the mountains . . . and many nations shall 
come, and say, Come and let us go up to the 
house of the Lord, and to the house of the God 
of Jacob; and he shall teach us of his ways, and 
we will walk in his paths . . . And he shall judge 
among many people, and rebuke strong nations 
afar off: and they shall beat their swords into 
plow shares, and their spears into pruning hooks: 
nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. But they 
shall sit every man under his vine and under his 
fig tree: and none shall make them afraid.” This 
is a far different picture from the one painted by 
men like H. G. Wells, and all who fail to see 
the hand of God in history. 
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This shall all be done because God is on the 
throne. He is King; He is Judge; He is Savior. 
He is a “Man of War”; He fights evil. His 
judgments are in all the earth and He stretches 
out His merciful hand to all, saying, Look unto 
Me, all the ends of the earth, and be ye saved”. 
He has established His Church and given the 
command, Go ye into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature. A time of judgment 
will come, a fiery judgment, when, as Peter reveals 
(II Peter 3:10-13) “But the Day of the 
Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the 
which the heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat, the earth also and the works that are therein 
shall be burned up Nevertheless we, accord- 
ing to his promise, look for new heavens and a 
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness”. “‘Fear 
not, little flock’, said Jesus, “it is your Father's 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” In the 
prophecy of Daniel the Stone cut out without 
hands shall fill all the earth. 


to us, 


After this long introduction, let us now pro 
ceed to study our selection from Zephaniah. This 
prophecy was delivered in the first part of the 
reign of Josiah, and no doubt he had a great 
influence upon the king as he instituted his re 
forms. Zephaniah raises his voice against the idol 
practices which evidently prevalent 
at the time. His book has only three chapters, 
and | would like to give a simple outline found 
in the Analytical Bible, page 1058: 


atrous were 


1. The Prophet's Warning: Chapter 1. 


|. The nations, and Jerusalem in particular, to 
he punished for sin. 


’ 


nobility, 
obstinate. 


Various classes specified—rovalty, 


tradesmen, the indifferent, the 
Their punishment is described. 


Il. The Object Lesson. The Injunction. Chapter 2. 


1. The doom that is to overtake the Philistines, 


Moab, Ethiopia (Egypt), Assvria. 


2. Israel warned to repent and thus escape the 
judgment that is to fall upon these nations. 


II]. Perwersity Ending in Captivity. Chapter 3:1-7. 
|. God's Call to Repentance. 

2. Jerusalem rebellious and obstinate. 
3. Unmoved by the fall of other nations. 
4+. To be punished for her perversity. 

IV. Judgment and Blessing. Chapter 3:8-20. 


|. The Faithful Remnant. They should wait 
and trust. They shall escape the ruin of the 
nations, and shall come to a state of security 
and rest. 


2. Jehovah in the midst of his people. For his 
goodness they shall be thankful. Their re- 
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proach is removed. The prophet’s picture of 


the Restoration. 


similar to the usual one 
proclaimed by all these messengers of God. They 
warned in no uncertain terms; they drew illustr 
tions from history, and the prophesies concerning 
other nations; they pled with the people to return 
to God. There are several lessons to be learned 
from this third chapter in 
the Nations. 


1. God ts Kinga. 


ditions 


This outline ts very 


regard to God and 


He knows all about the cor 
prevailing among all nations. He _ that 
formed the eve sees all that is taking place; all 
the pride and pomp and evils. He that formed 
the ear hears all their proud words, and also 
all the cries which come trom the poor and op 
pressed. He that chastiseth the nations will cor 
rect and punish in His own time and way. The 
nations of the world have not slipped from under 
His authority. 


Il. God is Judge. His preliminary judgments 
have heen many and varied, stretching all the way 
from the Flood to World War I and Il. His 
judgments are in all the earth. He is preparing 
tor the “Day of the Lord,” the Final Judgment 
It may be “later than we think.” 

Ill. God is a merciful Savior. His 
stretched out in Mercy today: 


Hand is 
it may be stretched 
out in Judgment tomorrow, but “Now is the a 
cepted time, Now is He is 
He is 
any should perish, but that all 
repentance. The Spirit and the 
Bride are saving, Come! 
IV. God Still has a Wonderful Future for His 
People. The Jews. 


the day of Salvation.” 
pleading with men while it is “To-day”. 
not willing that 
should come to 


Brooks McLane. Jr.. President Tex-Mex 


Kingsville, Texas S. Brooks McLane, Jr., son 
of the retiring president of Texas-Mexican Indus 
trial Institute here, has heen named president pro 
temporare of the Church 


sche ol, 


The Board of Trustees of Tex-Mex, meeting 
recently, asked Mr. McLane to succeed his father, 
Dr. S. Brooks McLane, whose resignation becomes 
effective on July | after 23 years’ service as presi 
dent. The election was made “pro tempore” pend 
ing action by the Synod of Texas upon proposals 
tor reorganization and expansion of its educational 
institutions, 


Presbyterian owned 


Mr. McLane was born at the Institute and has 
lived there all of his life, except for years spent 
in college and military service. He received his 
B.A. degree from Austin College, Sherman, Texas, 
and an M.A. degree from the Texas College of 
Arts and Industries, Kingsville. He has also done 
graduate work in Illinois Institute of Technology, 
where he served as a graduate assistant, and in 
Yale, Harvard, and the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JUNE 26 
How To Use The Bible 


“Softly Fades The Twilight Ray” 


Hymn: 
Prayer 
Scripture: Psalm 119:9-16 

Hymn: “Tell Me The Old, Old Story” 
Offering 
Hymn: “Holy With Divine” 


Ghost, Light 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

Last week we sought to answer the 
What is the Bible?” We that it is 
truly God’s word God's message to us 
concerning what we are to believe with reference 
to Him and His plan for our life and our salvation. 
When we make use of the Bible we should always 
this mind. If we do come to the 
Bible recognizing that it is God's word, then we 
shall always treat it with reverence 
ts message seriously. 


question, 
discov ered 


very 


bear fact in 


and receive 


Many people, especially young people, find Bible 
study a thing. They are 
that it is God's word, and they are sure they ought 
o find 


discouraging convinced 


t a blessing in reading it, but much of it 

hard to understand. QOur speakers are 
going to make some practical about 
Bible reading and study. They are methods which 
many people have found helpful and profitable in 
making the Bible more meaningful to them. 


seems so 


suggestions 


First SPEAKER: 

One of the main difficulties people have in un 
derstanding the Bible results from the spiritual 
nature of the Bible’s message. Since the Bible seeks 


’ 


to deliver a spiritual message to us, it is only 
natural that we shall find it hard to understand, if 
our own spiritual understanding is not very 
developed. “But the natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God: for they are fool 
ishness to him: neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned.” 1 Cor. 2:14. If 
we are Christians, we are not natural men any 
longer, because God's Spirit lives in us. If we are 
going to be able to understand the spiritual mes- 
sage of the Bible, we must let the Spirit of God 
be our teacher. Certainly the Spirit is qualified 
to teach us the meaning of the Bible. The man 
who understands a book best is the man who wrote 
t. The Holy Spirit is the real author of the Bible, 
vecause it was He who inspired the human authors 
to write. It is the aim of the Spirit to be our 
teacher. Jesus said, “But the Comforter, which is 
the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in 
iy name, he shall teach you all things, and bring 
ll things to your remembrance, whatsoever | have 
tid unto you.” John 14:26. 


All of what we have been saying here points 
o one thing, that God the Holy Spirit is both 
villing and able to help us understand the Scrip- 


well 
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REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


In fact, it is not possible to receive much 
profit from Bible reading and study without His 
help. We must, therefore, offer an earnest prayer 
for the Spirit's guidance every time we open the 
Bible. 

SECOND SPEAKER: 

Another thing which we may often fail to rec 
that worthwhile Bible study calls for 
intellectual effort on our part. The 
Bible is not a book of magic. If we hope to receive 
spiritual help from it, God expects us to apply 
minds to it. This was Paul’s advice to his 
friend, Timothy: “Study to show thyself 
approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 
I! Tim. 2:15. The “study” in that text 
means “be diligent.” Bible study de- 


tures. 


ognize 1s 


some real 


our 
young 


word 
Profitable 
mands diligence. 

understand the meaning of the 
need to have some knowledge of its 


In order to 


Bible. we 


history and geography. Each of the individual books 
of the Bible has a plan and a purpose. We can 
hardly understand the truth which God is seeking 


until we have some knowledge of the 
background against which the message was given. 
We need to know what plan an author is follow- 
ing in his book in order to get the meaning of 
what he is saying. This is true of God’s Book. 
Much of this necessary background knowledge can 
be gleaned from the Bible itself, if we study with 
care and intelligence, but it is often very hard for 
a beginner. there are some 
very helpful books available to guide us in our 
Bible study. They include maps to show locations 
of Biblical places, clear charts to explain Biblical 
history, outlines of the contents and arrangements 
of the various books, and brief summaries of the 


to convey 


Fortunately for us, 


teachings of the books. One very excellent book 
of this kind is Getting Acquainted With The 
Bible by Martin Hegland. (This book may be 


ordered from The Southern Presbyterian Journal.) 


Another helpful way to study the Bible is the 
topical method. This is the practice of looking up 
and reading various passages in the Bible having 
to do with a certain topic, such as “faith” or 
or “eternal life.’”’ For this system of study 
a concordance is needed. A concordance lists the 
words used in the Bible in alphabetical order to- 
gether with references as to where the word is 
used in the Bible. Many Bibles have brief con- 
cordances in the pages which follow the actual 
text of the Bible. If you want a more complete 
concordance, you may get a separate volume. 


“love” 


There are many of these available. One good book 
which is relatively inexpensive is 4 Complete Con- 
cordance by Alexander Cruden. 
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Every diligent student of the Bible can make 
good use of a commentary. This is a book which 
gives an explanation of the whole Bible with 
special attention to difficult passages. Many good 
commentaries are available. Some are mainly for 
ministers and Bible scholars and are so full that 
they take up a whole shelf of volumes. Others are 
prepared with the beginner in mind. A one volume 
commentary which has proved helpful to many 
voung Bible students is that which was written 
by Jamison, Fausset, and Brown. 


The student who is in earnest about knowing 
the Scriptures and who will use these methods 
and these means, will be opening the door to some 
rich and satisfying experiences. 


THIRD SPEAKER: 


The people who find the most satisfaction in 
the use of the Bible are those who read and study 
systematically and consistently. To read the Bible 
“here and there” and “now and then’ is better 
than not reading it at all, but it is not likely to 
be productive of much real help. We are suggesting 
that you choose a regular time for reading the 
Bible each day, and that you stick to it. It is 
also recommended that you have a system for 
vour Bible reading and study. Some people find 
it helpful to read the Bible through from Genesis 
to Revelation. Others prefer to choose a certain 
book of the Bible for concentrated study. There 
are advantages to both methods. You may want 
to try them both, but the important thing is to 
be sure that you do read the Bible each day. 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


| am sure that we can all agree that the most 
important words in the world are the words which 
God speaks to us. The Bible is made up of these 
words, Does our treatment of the Bible do justice 
to its importance? 


Church News 


PAUL CRANE HONORED 


Chonju, Korea — Dr. Paul Crane, head of the 
Presbyterian, U.S., Medical Center here, recently 
received a certificate and gifts honoring him for 
the past year’s most outstanding contribution to 
the health and welfare of the people in the Province 
of Cholla Pukto. Chonju is the capital of the 
province, 








Announcement of the citation was made by Lee 
Yo Han, governor of Cholla Pukto. Miss Mar- 
garet Pritchard, also a missionary for the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., in Chonju, was the recipient 
of the same award last year. 


The citation mentioned Dr. Crane's surgical 
work, his efforts directed at epidemic prevention, 
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and his work in directing education of Korean 
nurses since the establishment of the Chonju Pre.- 
byterian Medical Center. 


One phase of the work which Dr. Crane and 
his co-workers have carried on has also won inte 
national attention. The January issue of the Tran 
actions of the Royal Society of Tropical Medicine 
and Hygiene, London, printed a study done in 
Chonju on the liver fluke. Called a “Preliminary 
Report in the ‘Treatment of Clonorchis Infestation 
with Chloroquin and Methiscol,” the study makes 
the first significant advance in medical histor 
in the treatment of the liver fluke, an infestation 
that is common in the Far East, and which had 
heen regarded as practically incurable. “Treatments 
tried by Dr. Crane, Dr. Ovid B. Bush, Jr., and 
Dr. Pak Chung Won, in the Medical Center has 
given excellent results. 


THE GENERAL FUND AGENCIES 


Statement of Receipts 
Jan. 15 - May 31, 1955 


Budget for 1955 

Received from Jan, 15 through 
May 31, 1955 

Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 17.5 

Balance needed for the year 641,598.70 

INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 
Budget for 1955 
Received from January 15 through 


May 31, 1955 
Percents : 
ercentage of annual budget 


$777,378.00 


135,779.30 


§ 19,700.00 
4,388.98 


received to date I)? 
Balance needed for the veat 15,311.02 
E. C. SCOTT, Treasurer 


DAVIDSON COMMENCEMENT 


Davidson, N. C. — The Davidson College Com 
mencement events were climaxed by the graduation 
exercises held May 30 in Chambers Auditorium. 


The Honorable Wilson Martindale Compton, 
Ph.D., LL.D., president of the Council for Finan 
cial Aid to Education, Inc., New York City, ad 
dressed the members of the senior class, their fami 
lies, alumni, and friends of Davidson. 


Academic degrees were awarded as follows: 


Summa cum laude, John Leighton Green, Jr. 


of El Paso, Texas, A.B. 


Cum laude: Floyd Fulton Feeney, B.S., and 
Kenneth Boyce Wilson, A.B., Charlotte; James 
Roy David Jr., B. S., Concord; Robert Ear! 
Hayes, III, B.S., Fayetteville; Bobby Craig Brown 
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B.S., Greensboro; Henry Carathers Brockmann, 
B.S., Hight Point; 


John Darnall Fite, B. S., Sanford, Fla.; Ronald 
Samuel Wilson, Jr., B.S., Miami, Fla.; Gilbert 
Hilton Gragg, Jr.. A.B., Bainbridge, Ga.; Eugene 
Pope Bargeron, B. S., Savannah, Ga.; Cortez 
Alonzo Cooper, Jr., B.S., Thomasville, Ga.; John 
Young Fenton, A.B., Rolling Fork, Miss.; Gayle 
Owen Averyt, B. S., Columbia, S. C.: Robert 
Crawford Bankhead, A.B., York, S. C.; and Rob- 
ert James Thornton, Jr., B. S., Richmond, Va. 


A. B. degree, North Carolina: Hardin Watkins 
King, Burlington; William Francis Scholl, Jr. and 
Malcolm Russell Williamson, Jr., Charlotte; 
Howard Taft Wall., Jr., Lenoir; Eugene Baugh- 
man Davis, Mt. Olive; Charles Blanton Cousar, 
Raleigh; Swain Hughes Loy, Roanoke Rapids; 
Fred Davidson Summers, Jr., Statesville; and Jo 
seph Parker Burroughs, Wadesboro. 


A.B., Florida: Alexander McClure McGeachy, 
Clearwater; Clark Sutcliffe Reed, Ft. Lauderdale; 
Allie Louis Cone, Jr., Gainesville; James Horace 
Montgomery, Lake City; and Lloyd Woodson 
Bostian, Jr., Valrico. 


A.B., ‘Vennessee; Charles Steinwehr Wilson, Jr., 
Bristol; David Ralph Freeman, Concord; and 
Leighton Mills McCutchen, Jr., Nashville. 


A.B., Virginia: William Russell Gentry, Galax ; 


and Donald Frederick Pilkenton, Portsmouth. 


A.B. - John MeNeel Handley, Charleston, W. 
Va.; and Dunbar Hunt Ogden, Little Rock, Ark. 


B.S. degree, North Carolina: Donald Webb 
Tucker, Albemarle; Christopher Douglas Murphy, 
Belmont; Donald Gray Hinshaw, Boonville; John 
Dillard Garrison, Burlington; Kenneth Baker 
Lewis, Burlington; 


Joseph Weldon Brockelmann, Robert Holmes 
Brown, Whitmel Lloyd Brown, Jr., Charles Bar 
rett Butler, ‘Tim Ervin Cooper, Jr., Hama Thorn 
ton Gheesling, Jr., Horace Eugene Gray, Jr., 
John Washington Huffaker, Jr., Charles Goddard 
McClure, Jr., William Paul Proctor, “Thomas 
Willard Shaw, Jr., and George Dana Waters, 
ILI, all of Charlotte: 


Martin Boger Foil, Jr., Concord; Jack Arnold 
Curtis, Arthur Gwynn Griffin, Jr., and Grover 
Cleveland Meetze, Jr., all of Davidson; William 
Ervin Archer, Charles Rankin, and Frank Sted- 
man Shaw, all of Fayetteville: Garnett Nelson 
Henson, III, James Mitchell Knox, and Jesse 
Starnes Lockaby, Jr., all of Gastonia; 


Cortez A. Cooper, Jr., of Thomasville, Ga., was 
Salutatorian, (second honor), and J. Leighton 
Cireen of El Paso, ‘Texas, was the Valedictorian 
(first honor). 


Dr. John R. Cunningham, president of Davidson, 
presided at the awarding of degrees. Honorary de 
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grees were awarded to Dr. Compton, Doctor of 
Humanities; Dr. Daniel Patrick McGeachy of 
Clearwater, Fla., Doctor of Divinity; Dr. Robert 
Todd Lapsley Liston of Bristol, Tenn., Doctor 
of Laws; the Rev. William Iain Girdwood Wilson 
of Baltimore, Md., Doctor of Divinity; Francis 
Cecil Thames of Indian Head, Md., Doctor of 
Science; and Cecil Waltham Gilchrist of Charlotte, 
Doctor of Laws. 


The Sydney Sullivan Award, presented at each 
Commencement to a student and one other in 
recognition of unusual service and devotion to the 
cause of humanity as well as “qualities of courage, 
perseverance, patience, tolerance, and mutual help- 
fulness,”” were given to Leighton McCutchen of 
Nashville, Tenn., a senior, and Dr. Carl R. Prit- 
chett, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Anderson, S. C. MeCutchen is honored for his 
outstanding helpfulness in campus activities and 
among the students. Dr. Pritchett was formerly 
pastor of the Davidson College Presbyterian 
Church, and while here was not only the friend 
and counselor of countless students, but rendered 
unusual service to the community, included in which 
was his work as Scoutmaster and his leadership in 
a housing development program for the Negro 
community. 


MECKLENBURG PRESBYTERIAN 
BI-CENTENNIAL 


Mecklenberg Presbytery has planned to cele- 
brate the two hundredth anniversary of the found 
ing of Sugaw Creek Presbyterian Church, which 
took place in 1755, making this old church 21 
years senior to the United States of America, 





The highlight of the celebration will be the 
presentation of a historical drama, “Voice in the 
Wilderness,” by LeGette Blythe, three nights, June 
14+, 15, and 16, at the Southern States Fair Ground, 
which is located on Highway 29 within sight of 
Sugaw Creek Church. Admission will be free and 
the covered vrandstand seats 5,500. 


The “Voice in the Wilderness’ is an inspiring 
unfolding of history. It opens in North Ireland 
where the people are oppressed and discouraged. 
It traces their emigration from Ulster to the Caro- 
linas and depicts their struggle for religious and 
political independence which laid a firm foundation 
for present-day Mecklenburg. 


The actors and actresses are drawn from every 
walk of life, and those with speaking parts have 
had considerable dramatic experience. Each and 
every one of the pioneer churches are furnishing 
members of the cast with non-speaking roles. Some 
of the principal members of the cast are: 


Rev. Thomas Craighead Rev. Henry Schum 
Alexander Craighead (the boy) “Butch” Robertson 
John Thomson Peter Hazelton 
Hector McElrath Rudy ‘Thompson 
Alexander Craighead (the man) Dr. H. V. Carson 
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Mrs. John McDowell 
British Officer 


Penelope Alexander Currie 

Donald McDonald 
Pastor McCaule Jeff Place 
Rev. James Hall Rev. A. Leslie Thompson 
Stated Clerks (Narrators) J. B. Clarke, Dan Givan 


The play will run approximately one hour and 
a half, with an intermission between the two acts. 
The theme of the play can well be expressed in 
the words of the Stated Clerk as the closing scene 
opens, “So with joyous hearts they celebrated the 
winning of their freedom. But not alone with festive 
music and dancing on village street or in many a 
back-country cabin, or even the new rock house of 
Hezekiah Alexander in Sugaw Creek. For these 
early Mecklenburgers knew in their hearts that 
the same God who had brought their fathers and 
them from Scotland and Ireland to New England 
and Pennsylvania and Charleston and on into the 
Carolina Wilderness had wrought this victory and 
to Him they gave the thanks.” 


MISSIONARY APPOINTEES 


Nashville, ‘Tenn. The May meeting of the 
Board of World Missions appointed eight new 
missionaries to three fields of service. Three of 
the eight will fill part of the desperate need for 
new missionaries to Mexico; one will go to Japan, 
and four to the Congo. 


Appointed missionaries to Mexico are the Rev. 
and Mrs. Jimmie Reid Hollandsworth, and Mr. 
Buford Gayle Rider. The Hollandsworths, of 
Staunton, Va., where he is the pastor of the 
Hebron Presbyterian Church, will go out to the 
field after attending the Institute for Outgoing 
Missionaries in Montreat this summer. His wife, 
the former Dorothy Phay Downey, is a native of 
Louisville, Ky., and is a graduate of Assembly’s 
‘Training School, Richmond. She served as DCE 
for First Church, Concord, N. C., and as circula 
tion assistant at Union Seminary library. 


Mr. Rider, from Corpus Christi, Texas, will go 
out for a one year term as an industrial and me 
chanical missionary to Ometepec, Mexico, as soon 
as arrangements can be completed. He will aid 
there in the construction of the new hospital and 
clinic. 


Appointed for service in Japan is Miss Cornelia 
Anne Dick, daughter of Dr. A. W. Dick, pastor 
of the Second Presbyterian Church, Memphis, 
Tenn. She has been director of religious education 
at First Church, Kings Mountain, N. C., and is 
currently employed by French Camp Academy, 
French Camp, Miss. She will go to the field this 
fall, after attending the Institute in Montreat. 


‘Two appointments for three year terms were 
given by the Missions Board, for young women 
asking to teach in the missionary school in Africa. 
Miss Nancy Dinwiddie Morton ot Williamsburg, 
Va., and Miss Mattie Elizabeth Hart, of Gabbett 
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ville, Ga., and Hazard, Ky., will go out in Jul, 
and November, respectively. 


Also appointed for service in Africa are Miss 
Nancy Jean Jones and her fiance, the Rev. Charles 
Ross, Jr. The couple is to be married June 13, 
1955, and will go to the mission field after atten 
ing the Institute in Montreat. Miss Jones, a native 
of Miraj, India, calls Glendale, Calif., her home 
She holds a degree from the University of Cal 
fornia School of Nursing, San Francisco. 


Mr. Ross, a native of East Boston, Mass., is a 
yraduate of Princeton Seminary, and is now pasto: 
of Oceana (W.Va.) Presbyterian Church (U.S.) 


From Pastorate to the Air Force 


Atlanta, Ga. The Rev. William B. Young, 
pastor of Altavista Presbyterian Church, Alta 
vista, Va., has been called to active duty as Chap 
lain in the United States Air Force, it was an 
nounced today by the Chaplains and Military Per 


sonnel Department of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. 
Chaplain Young will be stationed at Tyndal 


Air Force Base in Florida. He its to 
duty not later than July 20. 

Chaplain Young was ordained by East Hanover 
Presbytery, June 22, 1947. He is a 
Halifax County in Virginia. 


report for 


native of 


Chapel-In-The-Pines 


Birmingham, Alla. Chapel-In-The-Pines 
Presbyterian Church here dedicated a new $33,000 
educational building May 22, marking completion 
of the first unit of Bluff Park Church’s expansion 
program. The modern brick-redwood structure has 
a temporary sanctuary, seating over 200 persons 
‘The interior of the church is finished in fir and 
Besides the sanctuary there are 
SIX church school 


redw ood, space 


rooms. 


Norfolk Presbytery 


Norfolk Presbytery met in adjourned session 
May 26, 1955, in the Royster Memorial Church, 
at which time Rev. Joseph Burner Clower, Jr., 
Th.M., Th.D., Professor of Bible at Hampden 
Sydney College was received from Concord Pres 
bytery. Rev. John P. Stephenson was received 
from East Hanover Presbytery and will be in 
stalled pastor of the Franklin and Boaz Churches 


Candidate Donald Woods Shriver was examined 
for licensure and ordination. He was ordained as 
an evangelist by a Commissien at his home church 
Royster Memorial, on Sunday, May 29th. 


A Commission was appointed to organize more 


than 100 petitioners from the Camelia Acres sec 


tion of Norfolk 


a church. 


W. W. Grover, Stated Clerk 


into 
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MISSIONARIES RETURNING 
ON FURLOUGH 


Nashville, —Tenn. — May, June and July are 
the months when the missionaries of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., are heading home. From 
many parts of the world, where the Church main 
tains mission fields, are coming the missionaries 
whose five years of service have earned them a fur 
lough to the States. 


Chis week the Furlough News includes: 


Miss Katheryne ‘Thompson of the Japan Mis 
sion is scheduled to leave Kobe about July 11 to 
return to the States. 


Miss ‘Thompson was first appointed to China 
but was transferred to the Japan Mission in 1952. 
She will be the only returning missionary from 
Japan this year unless there is an emergency case. 


From Brazil, Mr. and Mrs. Julie C. Spach 
and family are scheduled to arrive in New York 
on June | for their regular furlough in this coun 
try. The Spachs will proceed to Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina, where they will make their head 
quarters this summer. 


Miss Margaret Liston of the Congo Mission 
arrived in this country on April 26 for her regular 
furlough. 


Miss Liston is a native of Oxford, Alabama. 
She is a graduate of Alabama Tech. Institute and 
College for Women and received her R.N. degree 
from the Presbyterian Hospital in New York City. 
She is stationed at Lubondai where she serves as 
nurse. During her furlough year, she will make 
her home in Decatur, Georgia, at Mission Haven. 


Mr. and Mrs. Walter Shepard and family of 
our Congo Mission are scheduled to arrive in this 
country about June 17. 


Dr. and Mrs. Mark Poole and daughter, also 
of the Congo Mission, are scheduled to arrive in 
this country about June 17. 


YODOGAWA HOSPITAL 
GROUND BREAKING 


April 6, Wednesday, was a real red letter day 
in the history of our medical work! We broke 
ground for the main 65 bed hospital building. The 
ceremony, which was held at 1 P.M., was very 
simple but I thought effective. Rev. Ogawa, a 
pastor of the Reformed Church who lives in Awaji 
and carries on a very active News Paper Evange- 
lism work, conducted the short service. Rev. Nishi 
gori, pastor of the only organized church in Awaji, 
Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan), also took 
part. His church is just three minutes across the 
tracks from our hospital site. Dr. Will McIlwaine 
pronounced the benediction. | was given the honor 
ot shoveling the first spadeful of dirt, and then 
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Rev. Nishigori (representing the community) and 
a representative from each of the contractors and 
the architect’s office took part too. It had been 
raining but the sun came out nicely for this cere- 
mony. Afterward the contractor served coffee and 
cake (it was a surprise to me that it is Japanese 
custom that the contractors do that and pay all 
costs of such ceremonies!) 


Right in the middle of the service a neighbor 
came up to me and said in a very loud stage whisper 
that he had something to give me. | thought it 
was some item of business and asked him to wait 
and to listen to the service, but he kept whispering. 
Finally | understood that he wanted to give us 
one of his prize rose plants in commemoration of 
the occasion! And sure enough right after the 
service he planted it right beside the present clinic 
building. It is a great satisfaction to us to get 
such evidences of good will in the neighborhood. 
Another neighbor gave us a small pine tree when 
we opened the Clinic. 


Frank C. Brown 
Yodogawa Christian Hospital 
Osaka, Japan 


AUDIO-VISUAL IN MEXICO 


Cuernavaca, Mexico The first “home-talent” 
Audio-Visual Workshop ever held in and by the 
Mexico Mission of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
closed its four-day here today. Another 
example of the cooperation between the mission 
and the National Presbyterian Church, the work- 
shop was put on by missionaries and attended by 
representatives from the National Churches within 
the two presbyteries in which the mission is work 
ing. 


session 


The workshop was planned and carried out by 
the mission’s Committee on Audio-Visual Educa 
tion, with the Rev. Clarence M. Bassett, chair- 
man, and Miss Florence Nickles, assistant. Eight 
ministers, nine lay workers, four Sunday School 
teachers, and six from the mission staff, took part 
in the clinic. Those attending represented both 
the Presbyteries of the Pacific and of the South, 
and came from four states and the Federal District. 


With the basic purpose of placing in the hands 
of these Mexican ministers and workers practical 
ideas that could be taken back to even the smallest 
congregations, the workshop stressed the use of 
materials which could be found for use even in 
remote villages. Salt and flour maps, sand box 
villages, and home-made paper mache, were dem 
onstrated, 


Although this is the first time the Mexican Mis- 
sion has put on such a workshop from its own 
resources, it is not the first such workshop. Dr. 
John M. Alexander, secretary of the Division of 
Radio and Television, Board of Church Extension, 


Atlanta, and Dr. EE. Franklin Mack of 
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RAVEMCCO, New York City, conducted an 
Audio-Visual workshop in Mexico last summer. 
Emphasis at that time was placed upon use of 
special equipment such as projectors and tape re- 
corders. 


At the conclusion of this year’s workshop, held 
in the annex of the Presbyterian Church of Cuer- 
navaca, a kerosene projector for film strips and 
slides was given to one minister in each of the 
two presbyteries, and a hand-wind phonograph with 
records was given to one of the women workers 
from each presbytery. 


Women’s Work 


Annual Training School 





Appalachia Synodical 


Asheville, N. C. — Leaders of women’s organi 
zations of Asheville Presbytery will have an active 
part in the program of Appalachia Synodical which 
is to hold its 7th annual Training School June 
13-18. Mrs. R. A. Dobyns, Va., is president of 


the Appalachia women and dean of the school. 


Synodical and presbytery leaders and officers, 
and official delegates from local groups are ex 
pected to attend the session. It will be during the 
4Ist annual meeting of the Women of the Synod 
of Appalachia and will be held at King College, 
Bristol, “Tenn. 


Participants from the Asheville area include Mrs. 
R. E. McClure, President ot the Women ot Ashe 
ville Presbytery, Mrs. F. A. Plummer, Chairman 
of Spiritual Growth, Mrs. J. J. Stone, Chairman 
of Stewardship, all of Asheville; Mrs. J. T. Rus 
sell, Jr., of Waynesville, Chairman of Christian 
Education; and Mrs. C. E. Dorsey, Montreat, 
Chairman of the Nominating Committee. 


Spotlighting the program will be an informal 
dramatization of the work of the Synodical and 
its four presbyterials. ‘his dramatization, written 
by Miss Ora Blackmun of Asheville, was the re- 
sult of planning by a local committee composed 
of Mrs. Plummer, Mrs. Stone, Mrs. McClure, and 
Mrs. Preston Thomas, all residents of Asheville. 





FACING A DECISION 


If any man willeth to do his will, he shall 
know.—John 7:17, 


My Father God, is there no end to the decisions 
I must face in life? Will there always be times 
of uncertainty? | want to do Thy will, but how 
can | know? With so much need on every hand, 
how can | be sure that You would rather have me 
to do this than that? 


[ have tried listing the advantages and the 
disadvantages of each course of action, | have 
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talked with understanding friends. I have prayed. 
But still I have no clear sense of leading. Am 
? Am I trying to see the whole 


I in too big a hurry! 
aes “_? Mome F silenc 
way at once? (Moment of silence) 


I remember now something | heard Dr. How- 
ard, of the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church in 
New York, say many years ago. 


“When you go out from this church you must 
cross the street. Will you wait until all traffic 
stops as far as eve can see? No, you will wait 
for a green light at this corner, then cross. At 
the end of the next block, you will wait again for 
the light. So, block by block you make your way, 
Thus God clears the path for you a step at a time. 
Take the first step. When you are ready for the 
next, He will show the way.” 


Under God’s leading I read of one who did 
not demand of God a road map with destination 
starred. By faith, Abraham 
unto a place which he was to receive for an in 


obeyed fo go out 


heritance; and he went out, not knowing whither 
he went. (Hebrews 11:8) 


| read of Jesus who spent forty days in the 
wilderness seeking God’s direction for His lite 
work, One after another He rejected three tempt 
ing suggestions. How did He know what was 


Gjod’s will for Him? Silence ) 


| realize now. Jesus later gave us His sure 
guide. Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you. (Matthew 6:33) 


“Draw Thou my soul, O Christ, 
Closer to Thine: 

Breathe into every wish 

Thy will divine: 

Raised my low self above, 

Won by Thy deathless love, 
Kver, O Christ, through mine 
Let Vhy life shine.” 


Q God, I do will to do Thy will in this matter, 
as in all of life. Help me to know and make me 
happy to follow ‘Thy leading. In Jesus’ name 
\men. 


Note: This is taken from a booklet containing 
26 such meditations for personal use, touching 4 
variety of life’s experiences which we all face. 
The book is entitled, “Moments With the Mas 
ter,” available from Board of Women’s Worl 
341-A Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E., Atlanta 
(jeorgia. Price 40 cents. 


Here Lirs Our Hope. J. Clyde Wheele: 
Christopher Publishing House. $2.50. 


Ihe theme of this book is that it is not enougl: 
lor the Christian faith to be a redemptive force 
concerning itself with the salvation of individ 
uals only but it must be the redemptive for« 
lor society too. 
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